
Lord Mayor Cllr Phil Smith backs the New Deal 

The Braunstone Vision in 2000, for 2020  

‘Braunstone will be a beautiful place to live. Local people will enjoy good quality housing, services 

and facilities. We’ll be confident, well-educated and hard working. We’ll be fit and healthy and live 

without the fear of crime. We’ll be fully involved in, and own, the process of improving our estate, 

and will work with others who share our vision. We’ll share our brighter and better Braunstone with 

the rest of the world.’ 

Braunstone Bus route (302, later 319) 
The BCA recognised the need for a better local transport 

network, prompting the introduction of the 302 bus 

route. The route incorporated the following areas;  

Beaumont Leys, Glenfield, New Parks, Braunstone Frith, 

Braunstone and the City Centre. 

The 302 bus route 

Relaunch of Braunstone Community Carnival 
This was re-launched by the BCA in 2001. It had been a 

much-loved event by local people since the 1960s, but 

had disappeared for many years.  

The Carnival was an annual fixture throughout the NDC 

programme, funded wholly by the programme until 2010. 

B inspired kept the Carnival going for 6 more years until 

2016 through fundraising, grants and charity funds, 

transferring it from Braunstone Park to Fullhurst School 

to make it more affordable and family friendly.  

Founding of the Braunstone Community Association 

On 4 July 2000, the Braunstone Community Association 

(BCA) was established by the Braunstone Partnership. This 

came as a result of government investment of £49.5  

million into Braunstone, via the New Deal for Communities 

programme.  

Projects launched between 2000-2005 

Carnival 2003: Under The Sea 



Vision FM 

This was a community radio station started by the 

BCA and run by volunteers. It attracted listeners 

from Leicester and as far as Nottingham.  

Vision FM’s Breakfast Crew -  Terry Reily, Brendon & Lesroy 

Development of the Six Streets 

178 void properties were handed over from the City Council to 

Leicester Housing Association. Demolition started late 2002 

and refurbishment was completed in 2005, costing BCA and 

Leicester Housing Association (LHA) £10 million. These were 

re-let to tenants by LHA from 2003. 

Braunstone Health & Social Care Centre  

One of the BCA’s initial flagship projects. It was 

hoped that this would be a one-stop shop for all 

health & social care services.  

Now the facility includes a large GP service, 

pharmacy, cafe, offices & facilities for 20+  

clinics. The Health Centre was officially signed 

over to b inspired in 2017.  

Health Centre under construction 

BRITE Centre  

There was previously an old Library building on the site and a 

small building for Adult Education and community activities. The 

New Deal programme paid for the whole project to replace the old 

buildings with a flagship integrated Library, adult education and 

community building with environmental features. We ensured that 

consultation with local people took place on what they wanted in 

the building and even ran a competition to name the new facility.  

Health Centre under construction 



Braunstone Working (b-working) 

B-working was a £3.1 million project based on Gallards Hill (Neighbourhood 

Support Hub), which opened its doors in 2001.  

The project was created and funded by ‘New Deal for Communities’ (NDC), who 

recognised that Employment Support and training was a key driver in moving 

people forward in a positive way. When NDC funding ended in 2008, b-working 

set about ensuring that the services it provided could be maintained by  

securing local and national employability contracts, creating a one-stop-shop 

for all employment and training needs.  

At its peak, b-working employed 17 advice officers, opening on Saturdays and 

2 late nights a week, enabling those that worked in low paid employment, by 

supporting them with the opportunity to grow. The service was nationally  

recognised for excellence through the Matrix Standard from 2005.  

Photo included in the Leicester Mercury — 2009 

B-working focused on 3 key themes; Employment Advice and 

Support, Access to training and upskilling and Business  

Support. By 2009, funding had been secured through  

Leicester City Council Working Neighbourhoods Fund (WNF) 

to convert the site into one of 6 Multi-access Hubs created in 

the city. B-working was one of two community run hubs,  

recognising its standard and a service the city could aspire to.   

Residents after completing training at b working 

The service was always driven by its customers, free access 

to computers and telephones, jobs boards, Work Clubs, CV 

writing, interview skills, Confidence and motivation training 

and work placement projects. All customers were allocated 

an advice worker that would manage their individual  

journey with them to break down barriers and support  

aspiration. The focus was always on ‘helping you to help 

yourself’. The ‘b-working boutique’ opened in 2012. This 

provided basic hygiene items and access to interview  

clothing to support in securing employment.  

A Student Bursary Project supported aspiring students, 

many of which were the first generations in their families able 

to commit to higher education.  

Interviews take place at b working 

B-working funded 1000’s of training courses and learning 

opportunities, encouraging those in low paid jobs to  

upskill where it was needed. B-working also provided  

funding for transport, clothing and proof of Identification to 

ensure once a job was secured it could be accepted.  

Residents were also encouraged to explore and start their 

own businesses. Successes included local nurseries, Café, 

Driving school and Health and Safety Businesses, still  

operating today. 
Local MP Patricia Hewitt visits b-working 



It was recognised early on that our holistic  

approach encouraged a range of partner  

organisations to work from site. Notably,  

Department for Work and Pensions, HMRC, Credit 

Union, Community Legal Advice, Welfare Advice 

Project, Leicester City Council, Leicester College, 

Adult Learning, Teenage Pregnancy Project, Male 

Health Workers and many more.  

B-working secured partnerships with many  

Companies, creating job opportunities for local  

residents. Employers included LHA’s ‘Six Street  

Project’, East Midlands Airport, Braunstone Leisure 

Centre, the Highcross Shopping Centre, Arriva Bus 

and many more. Photo in the Leicester Mercury 2005 : Student who benefitted from a BCA Grant  

Thousands of residents accessed and benefited from the 

service over the years, with generations of families gaining 

advice, support and direction. With a change in the  

availability and access to funding, the service finally closed 

its doors in March 2017, after 16 years of support to the 

residents of Braunstone.  

The b-working team on its last day in 2017 

@BInspiredLeicester @binspiredleics @BInspiredLeics @binspiredleicester 

Got any memories? 

We’d love to hear them!  

 

Share your memories with us at        https://forms.gle/hizo6Wf4xkKFbExn8 

www.b-inspired.org.uk 


