
Business Box (opened 2008) 

This was set up to provide high quality  

affordable managed workspace for small  

businesses with a focus on women into business. 
  
Business Box is now a managed office-space  

facility with meeting rooms, virtual tenancy  

packages, co-working space and a range of  

customer support services. 

Projects launched between 2006-2010 

Business Box first year anniversary celebrated with Minister for Europe 

Caroline Flint MP   

Braunstone Vocational Skills Centre (2009) 

This was funded by BCA through the NDC  

programme and the Leicester Economic  

Partnership. 
 
It was a facility for 14-19 year olds looking to take 

up vocational courses for work skills, with industry  

level workshops in construction and motor  

mechanics and two classrooms. 

Braunstone Park Lodge 

A former Park Keepers Lodge on the edge of Braunstone 

Park was brought back from dereliction by the BCA in 2008. 

The building was then used as a base for the Head of  

Neighbourhood & Community Development for b inspired 

and the Sports Action Zone. It’s now rented out as an office 

space for businesses. 

Derelict Lodge before it was taken over  

by the BCA 



Neighbourhood Management Board (NMB) 

Made up of local key service providers e.g. Housing, 

Health, Police, Children’s Services. The Board still 

meets every couple of months to discuss the support 

available for local residents and share information. 
 
Residents Network (RESNET)  

The RESNET organised many events including clean-up 

days, Easter egg hunts & tea dances. Helped out at big 

events e.g. Carnival, Bonfire & Volunteer Awards.  

Organised fundraisers, helped towards the cost of  

putting on community events and the set-up of a 

weekly Garage Sale at Wellinger Way, which  

eventually lead to the creation of  

Preloved@45 Community Shop. 

 

 

Early meetings of the NMB 

Neighbourhood Management Board (NMB) and Residents Network (RESNET) 

These were both set up to bring together local active residents that wanted to volunteer on behalf of 

the community and have a say on local issues.  

Braunstone Foodshare 

The Foodshare was set up in 2010 in partnership with 

St Peters Church – initially running weekly from both 

the Church Hall and BRITE Centre; to help people save 

money and reduce food waste. As foodbanks became 

more and more commonplace, this has had to evolve.  

Photo from a newspaper article about the Foodshare 

Befriending 

At-home befriending started in 2010, with a small 

number of befrienders. A 2012 consultation with 

older residents showed that avoiding loneliness and 

isolation was a high priority; resulting in the start 

of our Talk Time social groups.  
 
Befriending now forms part of b inspired’s wellbeing  

programme. Talk Time and at-home befriending 

still run. There’s now also a Men’s Group, who take 

part in various activities, such as gardening and 

community projects.  

 

Residents at Sandyhurst in 2007 
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