
Power To Change: Empowering Places  
B inspired was selected as one of six places across the 

country to be a part of a project funded by the Power To 

Change Trust: Empowering Places programme. This  

project aimed to see if community businesses could be 

developed and thrive in disadvantaged communities, if 

given targeted long-term investment and support.  
 
B inspired set out a vison to grow existing community 

businesses in Braunstone and create up to five new ones, 

during the five year project.  
 
We successfully achieved this vision and supported the 

creation of a Community Shop, Cafe and Bar, as well as 

Football and Dance Academies. 
 
During this period, we also acquired The Grove building 

and outdoor facilities via a Community Asset Transfer 

from the Council; raising funds to refurbish the building 

and facilities, to provide the conditions to operate it as a 

vibrant Community Hub and successful community  

business. 

Projects launched between 2016-2020 

Local MP Liz Kendall visits Preloved@45 Community Shop: 

a community business set up by b inspired 

             The Grove Community Hub 
 
For nearly 50 years this was an important 

part of the Braunstone community. Once 

known as the Coffee Bar, then the home of 

an adult learning service, followed by a 

youth / sports centre.  
 
In 2016, the Council stopped delivering  

services from The Grove, hoping to hand 

over ownership to the community. The 

building was then underused for many years 

and fell prey to regular vandalism. 

B inspired thought it was time that The Grove was brought back to life and once again became an  

important part of the community. Following a consultation to understand what the community wanted, 

b inspired took over the lease from the City Council in 2019, as a Community Asset Transfer (CAT). 

The old Youth House (now The Grove) 
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Supporting the community during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Unlike many, our foodbank remained open throughout the  

pandemic (with our membership even increasing!) and we helped 

lead the ‘mutual aid’ effort in Braunstone.  

We also had to adapt our befriending offer. As well as delivering  

at-home befriending over the phone, we also produced activity 

packs to deliver to members of our social groups. And, when we 

were finally able to, we moved our Talk Time groups over different 

venues, to allow us to follow ‘social distancing’ rules. 


